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STATE BARRIER FENCE — PROGRESS 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [1.03 pm]: 
Members are clearly keen for an update on the Esperance fence extension to the state barrier fence. In addition to 
the initial eight-kilometre contract, finished in June last year, members will be extremely pleased to know that an 
additional 55 kilometres of works were completed in April this year. This great work—63 kilometres in total—
was done entirely by Esperance Tjaltjraak Services Pty Ltd, a subsidiary of the Esperance Tjaltjraak Native Title 
Aboriginal Corporation. We are currently in the final phases of Indigenous land use agreement negotiations with 
ETNTAC, and with the easing of COVID-19 restrictions, we expect to host an authorisation meeting in the coming 
months to execute a land access agreement—a necessary precursor to further works. 

Members may also be interested in an update on the existing state barrier fence, which we have turned into an 
opportunity to maximise Aboriginal employment. We have established a 12-member Aboriginal contractor panel, 
with members vying for $5.8 million worth of works. To date, 200 kilometres of fence have been replaced and 
a further 125 kilometres are currently under construction and due for completion by September 2020. Other parcels 
of work completed by Aboriginal contractors on the existing state barrier fence include 170 kilometres of access 
track grading, 55 kilometres of fence reposting, and 380 kilometres of fence line spraying. A further 50 kilometres 
of spraying will be completed by July 2020. The entire 1 190 kilometres of the state barrier fence is now regularly 
maintained by four Aboriginal maintenance contractors. Contractors such as Yalgoo-based Grant Simpson, and 
Colin Wood from Gnoweran Spraying and Environmental Services in Albany are employing local Aboriginal 
workers with meaningful work on country, whilst growing their own small businesses. 
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